My first case was a gentleman, seventy-one years of age, who had had persistent neuralgia for fourteen years, that no medicine cured, although he had consulted eminent specialists. Seven drops of fluid extract of gelsemium, every three hours, gave greater relief than any other medicine except morphia. But all medicines failing, the patient was chloroformed, and, with strict antisepsis, an incision was begun just below the lower orbital margin, over the infra-orbital foramen, straight downward, parallel with the nose, toward the lip, and ended on a level with the lower border of the ala nasi?about an inch incision. The fascia and fibres of the levator labii superioris were torn through with the handle of the scalpel, and the nerve exposed at its exit, where it divided into two branches. Each branch? the palpebral, the nasal, and the labial?spreading into a fan-shape as it neared its destination, was dissected out as far as it could be followed without mutilating the face too much. The main trunk was then seized with forceps at the foramen, drawn out as far as possible without breaking it, and cut off close to the bone, after which the various branches were divided at their farthest point of dissection.
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